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PINELLAS PARK – The race
for Florida’s next governor is on
as the democratic gubernatorial
candidates met in a debate June
9 at Pinellas Park High School.
Andrew Gillum, Gwen Graham, Philip Levine and Chris
King talked about gun control,
funding for schools and affordable housing, among other topics.
Moderators
included
anchors Holly Gregory and
Tammie Fields of Spectrum Bay
News 9 and Adam Smith, politi-

cal editor for the Tampa Bay
Times.
Serving as mayor of Tallahassee since 2014, Gillum is a
product of Florida A & M University and became the
youngest person ever elected to
the Tallahassee City Commission. His goals, among others,
are to expand Medicare, raise
teachers’ pay to $50,000 a year
and raise taxes on the wealthiest
organizations.
Entrepreneur and Orlando
native Chris King is a Harvard
graduate and has a law degree
from the University of Florida.

He co-founded the Elevation Financial Group in 2006 in Winter
Park, Fla., as his career has focused on real estate finance. He
seeks universal background
checks on gun purchases; an assault weapons ban as well as a
ban on high-capacity magazines.
Levine, a University of
Michigan graduate who served
as mayor of Miami Beach from
2013-2017, wants to address affordable housing, a higher minimum wage, health care
expansion and increased fundSee GOV, page 3
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ST. PETERSBURG – The St.
Petersburg Metropolitan Section
National Council of Negro
Women, Inc. (NCNW) celebrated
76 years of serving the St. Pete
community last month at the historic Manhattan Casino.
“It is the shoulders of our
founders that we all stand on,” declared mistress of ceremony and
President of St. Petersburg College Dr. Tonjua Williams. “They
stood up strong, proud and ready
to step in shoes to help us walk the
walk that we walk today.”
The NCNW stands proudly on
the shoulders of educator and activist Dr. Mary Jane McLeod
Bethune, who founded the organization in 1935 to advocate for

L-R, Angela Rousson, Joanne Rainey and Thelma Bruce
African-American women as they
support their families and communities. She along with a countless
number of women such as
Dorothy Irene Height, Vivian

Carter Mason and Dorothy Boulding Ferebee helped the organization thrive for more than eight

ST. PETERSBURG — Bringing
together a diverse group of Muslims
and other faiths to break the fast on
an evening in the holy month of Ramadan, the Tampa Bay Area Muslim Association (TBAMA) held its
second annual Iftar dinner May 30 at
the historic Coliseum.
Iftar is the evening meal with
which Muslims end their daily Ramadan fast at sunset. The second
meal of the day, the daily fast during
Ramadan begins immediately after
the pre-dawn meal of Suhur and continues during the daylight hours,
ending with sunset with the evening
meal of Iftar.
Ramadan, the ninth month of
the Islamic calendar, commemorates the first revelation of the Quran
to Muhammad and is observed
by Muslims worldwide as a month
of fasting (Sawm). Muslims fast as
an act of worship, a chance to get
closer to God and a way to become
more compassionate to those in
need.
TBAMA uses the Iftar dinner to
bring together members of all faiths
to open their arms and embrace
their fellow human beings.
“Right now, find a way to
strengthen your interfaith relationships,” said Hassan Shibly, civil
rights attorney and chief executive
director of CAIR - Florida. “Find a
way to strengthen your cultural relationships. Find a way to learn from
somebody you don’t know, and then
make a sincere commitment to
serve humanity stronger.”
Keynote speaker Mayor Rick
Kriseman noted that though Iftar is
the main meal of the fasting day occurring at sunset each evening of Ramadan, the evening’s event was
about more than that.
“Tonight, like last year’s event, is
about fellowship,” said the mayor.
“It’s about conversation and learning
because we know that knowledge is
power and that ignorance breeds
fear and prejudice.”
People throughout Tampa Bay,
throughout the state, the country
and even the world are taking note
of what’s happening here, the mayor
said, explaining that St. Pete is a city
that celebrates diversity.
In April, Kriseman was part of a

See PONDER, page 11
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Her suicidal thoughts
Behind the bright lights and the
brilliant performances, you may never
know the pain she endures in reaching
her goals. Life’s experiences can take
a toll on her — mentally. Do you care?
Pause.
Do you really care that while she
lives to “entertain” you, behind closed
doors, she struggles with suicidal
thoughts? It cost nothing to be kind. In
fact, it could save a life.
Meet Nell Ruth Hardy, a woman
more commonly known as Nell Carter.
During her life, Carter was a famous
actress and singer. Many may remember her for her role in the 1980s sitcom
“Gimme a Break!” She lived from September 13, 1948, through January 23,
2003.
Singing before audiences was a significant part of Carter’s life since childhood. She got her start in her
hometown of Birmingham, Ala., by
both singing on a local gospel radio
show as well as in church.
By 15, Carter was performing with
the Renaissance Ensemble, a jazz band
that played area coffee houses and gay
bars. At 16, however, Carter was raped
at gunpoint by a man she knew. As a
result, she became pregnant and gave
birth to a baby girl.
Persevering, Carter continued to
perform with the Renaissance Ensemble. By 19, she left Alabama and moved
to New York City with the group. She
also formally changed her surname to
Carter. At 23, she obtained her first
role on Broadway.
Six years later, Carter got a big
break in the musical “Ain’t Misbehavin.”
Her performance won
her a Tony Award for Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Musical. The year was 1978. In 1982, she
won a Primetime Emmy Award for the
same role done on television.
Carter had a long list of Broadway
and television credits before acquiring
the lead role as Nell Harper on the popular television show “Gimme a Break!”
For her part, she received
both a Golden Globe and an Emmy

Prayer Done the Right Way – Part 3

Award
nomination.
After “Gimme a Break!” ended, Carter
continued to work — first returning to
the nightclub circuit and with a fivemonth
national
tour
with
comedian Joan Rivers. It was during
this time that she attempted suicide.
How ironic? While Carter made audiences laugh, she was desperately
crying inside. Such occurrence is not
uncommon. Do you truly know what
resides behind a person’s smile?
Still, while entertaining audiences,
Carter battled a drug addiction, faced
what she believed to be racism within
her industry, bankruptcy, marriage
and divorce. The world may never
know the psychological effects she had
as a result of being raped, giving birth
to a child and then giving that child to
her sister to raise because it was too
hard.
Watching Carter on-stage, she
made it easy to forget that her real life
was not an easy one. Her suicidal
thoughts could have led to her early
demise, but they did not. She had survived the scene. She continued acting.
The National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline Number is 1-800-273-8255.
Share it. Use it. It is free and confidential.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

PICK OF THE WEEK!
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Praise the Lord saints.
We all have practical
needs that we should
submit to our Lord. We
all need funds for the rent
or maybe for our house
or car repairs, our children’s education. We all
need food and transportation.
If we are asking to
spend the funds on a holiday or something bigger
or newer than we already
have without it being a
necessity God will see
our prayer as selfish and
He will not answer that
prayer.
God is able to read
our hearts to see what
our secret motives are,
these may not even be
known to us. So we
should examine what is
in our own hearts and ask
as David said search me
O’ God and see if there be
any wicked way in me.
We should not have
token prayers as a quick
throw up of words to
heaven without considering the content.
Many of us do not
have the confidence in
coming to God and asking our needs in our
prayers I Jn. 5:14-15:
Now this is the confidence that we have in
Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us. And if
we know that He hears
us, whatever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we have asked
of Him.
We should understand the general will of
God for people and have
spiritual insight to know
what he is specifically
doing in someone’s life to
pray on target.
Some of us are overconfident and become
bold to ask just about anything WE want. James
says two things James
4:2-4:
You do not have because you do not ask. You
ask and do not receive,
because you ask amiss,

that you may spend it on
your pleasures. Adulterers and adulteresses! Do
you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a
friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.
When we put the
things of the world our
physical comforts ahead
of God in our life we forfeit him as being Lord.
We are at enmity with
God. When we pray for
something we must
make sure that we are not
asking for something that
goes against God’s revealed will.
If we are asking for
prosperity to live in luxury to satisfy our insecurities we best hope God
does not answer this
prayer. Many have had it
answered only to learn a
hard lesson.
Just as we are to handle our doctrine correctly
we are to handle our
prayers. Our petitions will
reveal what we believe is
most important in our
lives. Our prayers are to
come through the cross.
This means dying to our
self-desires so that we can
be focused on God’s purposes, it is these prayers
he delights in answering.
But there is also a
condition of faithfulness
in our lives. If we ask for
more ministry, he may
have that intention but if
we have not been faithful
in the small things we
need to wait and become
faithful for any expansion.
God is not going to grow
a church if the people are
not being fed and they
are being neglected.
We should not write
out prayers and send
them in with a very generous donation at the request of a famous TV
evangelist. Don’t expect
them to be more appropriately answered because you exercised faith
by sending a gift that was
more than you had in
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your bank.
When you see the
prayer requests piled up
in front of the “man of
faith”, this is done on purpose for their TV program to prove the
reaching effects of his
ministry. He then utters
a general public prayer
over the thousands of requests to be answered
and it’s over. This is not
how prayer is to be done.
The motives of an intercessor are just as important as what we ask for.
Our prayers are too specific and to be for an individual if possible.
Twice Jesus said: Is it
not written, My house
shall be called a house of
prayer for all nations? But
ye have made it a den of
thieves.
Don’t let their spiritual props fool you.
Our prayers are to
God and no other. We do
not address unseen spirit
beings and threaten them
or fight against them to
have God gain control
over a certain area or person. If your speaking to
the Devil in the atmosphere you are no longer
praying to God.
We don’t want to become narcissistic, praying what I want to be,
what I want to happen in
my way. It should be
God’s will and plans we
are concerned about.
Praying in Jesus name is
not a warranty to receive
anything we ask or say,
and we can certainly
thank him for that.
He doesn’t want
spoiled little children, but
mature heavenly minded
people who look at His
word and are willing to be
conformed to His likeness even if it’s uncomfortable. Those who can
trust Him in His decisions, He can entrust to
answer.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L.
Harrison

TheWeeklyChallenger.com
The Weekly Challenger
RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Advertising

Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________
Phone No:__________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________
New Subscription _______ (or) Renewal ______
Date: _____________ Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____
Comments: ________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger, P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

Advertising Dept. 727-896-2922
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922
DEADLINES

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

THE BLACK PRESS
believes that America can

Volume 50 • Number 42
Published Thursday,
June 14, 2018
14 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 2018

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Democrat gubernatorial debate is underway
From GOV, front page

ing for education as part of
his campaign.
Former
Congresswoman Gwen Graham is
the daughter of former
Gov. Bob Graham and received her law degree
from American University.
She became an administrator in the Leon County
School District before running for Congress in 2014
in north Florida. Graham’s
platform includes fighting
climate change, protecting
abortion rights and banning assault weapons,
Candidates
fielded
questions from the moderators and audience members,
while
some
questions came from social media. Candidate Jeff
Green declined to participate in the evening’s debate.
On the issue of keeping children safe from gun
violence and school shootings, Levine promised to
ban assault rifles and put a
better background check
system in place.
“We will make sure
that those with mental
health issues will not be
able to buy guns in
Florida,” he said, adding
that he will seek to create
an Education Security Administration. “You know
how you go to the airport
and you have a T.S.A.?
We’re going to have an
E.S. A. in the state of
Florida and we are going
to make our schools safe
in this state.”
Concerning King’s ambitious proposition of enforcing a six percent sales
tax on bullets and the difficulty he might have in getting it passed through
Republican majority-led
legislation, King said there
were “probably a lot of
people across the state of
Florida that could never
have imagined that we
would’ve passed the
school safety bill that we
passed this year—one of
the first attempts to combat gun violence we’ve
seen in decades in
Florida.”
The bullet tax would
create a revenue source to
invest in the types of ideas
and technologies that are
about keeping schoolchildren safe, he explained.
“We have to elect a
Democratic
governor
who’s going to transform
politics,” King said. “That’s
what makes me different.
I’m willing to propose
these bold ideas, and I’m
willing to change the arguments in Tallahassee to
make them happen.”

Graham noted that
what students across
Florida and the country
want is action, not just
words.
“I have found a public
safety statute that allows
the governor—whoever
she may be—to sign an executive order for public
safety reasons banning the
sale of military-style assault weapons,” Graham
said.
On the questions of the
ballot initiative that would
restore voting rights to exfelons — even ones that
committed violent crimes
— Gillum said these ex-offenders, once they have
done their time, should
have the “dignity that
comes with the right to
vote.”
“As mayor of the city of
Tallahassee, I banned the
box,” he went on. “We
don’t ask about criminal
background history when
you apply for a job in my
city unless answering ‘yes’
to having had one as a disqualifier for the job. If it is
not, we’re going to measure you on your merit...in
this country, we say you
cannot be charged twice
for the same crime. But it
seems that you can be
punished perpetually for a
mistake. That’s wrong.”
Levine said we a are a
nation and a state of second chances, as people
come from all over the
world to come to America.
“I believe if someone
has paid their debt to society,” Levine said, “that
they should be given the
opportunity to become a
productive member or society and that means being
able to vote.”
That being said, Levine
clarified, there may be certain crimes like murder
and rape where the offenders may not be able to get
certain rights restored.
Though Florida is at its
lowest unemployment rate
in years — all under the
Republican leadership of
Gov. Rick Scott, King still
believes a change is
needed.
“One out of every two
of those jobs that Gov.
Scott talks about pays less
than $15 an hour,” he said.
“Of the most populated
states in America, we are
last in wages, incomes and
per capita GDP (gross domestic product). We have
an affordable housing crisis that Gov. Scott doesn’t
talk about.”
King added that Scott
— and one-party state government — has done a

Gwen Graham

Andrew Gillum

Chris King

Philip Levine

great job of representing
the wealthy and well connected.
“We want to represent
everybody else,” he said.
Addressing the increasing movement toward charter and private
schools in the state and
helping failing schools succeed again, Gillum noted
that many charter schools
are not performing any
better than the schools
they are set up to replace.
“What we’ve got to do
is end this ‘for-profit
regime’ that the Republicans have entered into the
public education system,”
he said, adding that we
should re-examine the
‘high-stakes’ K-12 tests
that “don’t tell us what
these kids know, but how
well they take a test.”
Gillum, clearly against
the for-profit charters, is
also for paying teachers
what they are worth and
allowing them to “unleash”
their talent in doing what
they’re hired to do: teach.
Having worked in the
school system for several
years, Graham said education is her “number one
priority” and strives to end
“the high stakes standardized culture” but bringing
back the joy of learning
with art and music.
Gillum fielded a question about his controversial Costa Rican vacation
with lobbyists during
which he stayed at a
$1,400-a-night resort with
which he paid for in cash
and city business may not
have been discussed at all.
Under FBI investigation
for corruption as a consequence, Gillum is indeed
vulnerable to attack.
“I have been elected
for 15 years by doing right
not by doing wrong,” he
declared. “I realize that
there are some people
who would like to criminalize every relationship that
I have, but what I have said
is to judge me by my actions, judge me by my
deeds, judge me by my
service, my ethics, my reputation and I’ll take that all

very, very seriously.”
He pointed out that the
FBI has found no evidence
to connect him with any
wrongdoing.
King responded by
sticking up for Gillum,
whom he knows well, by
offering that he is a “good
and noble public servant.”
Graham is for the beneficial effects of medical
marijuana and Levine
agreed, stating that it was
approved two years ago by
the people of Florida but
they still can’t get it.
“The reason is, let me
tell you the reason, is because the Kremlin — oh,
I mean Tallahassee —
doesn’t want to listen to
the people of Florida,”
King quipped. “They did it
with Forever Florida; they
did it with the minimum
living wage, now they’re
doing it with medical marijuana.”
King is also for the legalization of medical marijuana as was Gillum, who
said it should be taxed,
with those revenues
going toward the educational system.
He also noted that
among white and black
marijuana smokers, black
smokers are far more
likely to be arrested, criminalized, prosecuted and
jailed for its use.
“We’ve got to disrupt
this criminal justice
pipeline,” Gillum said.
“We begin by legalizing it,
and we take those proceeds and we invest it in
paying teachers and other
support staff what they
are deserving of, to educate our kids and do the
more important work that
exists on earth.”
Addressing the critical
issue of preventing police
brutality and shootings of
people of color, King said
though he has respect for
law enforcement, individuals must be held accountable.
“When there are mistakes that are made,” he
said, “when harassment in
community is demonstrated, we need a gover-

nor who can raise the red
flag, a governor that can
say, ‘This is not fair!’ and a
governor that can make
sure that these incidents
are looked at transparently, and people are held
accountable.”
Concerning institutionalized racism as a
threat to our democracy,
Gillum said we need to
look no further than the
tragic
shooting
of
Trayvon Martin and the
absurdity of the “Stand
Your Ground” laws,
adding we have to “return
some balance to this conversation.”
“The truth is, whether
it be police brutality, and I
recognize that these are
individuals that have very
difficult jobs they have to
do, I salute them for doing
that, but when there are
bad actors and bad players, we have got to weed
them out of the system,”
he said.
Graham is for more
community
policing,
where the police officers
become members of the
communities and know
the men and women that
they’re tasked with serving.
Levine said a few
months before he became
mayor, an African-American man was shot by police over a hundred times
in his car during Memorial Day weekend.
“I said, ‘If I become
mayor I’ll reform the police department,’” Levine
said. “And that’s what I
did. I put in a new chief, a
deputy chief, an AfricanAmerican woman, the
highest ranking in the history of our city. We
changed captains; we
changed majors, we put
cameras on our police before Ferguson.
So it’s important for
people to say, ‘Have you
done it before?’ I did it as
a mayor of Miami Beach,
and I can tell you when
you do it, you do not get
the police endorsement.”
King said there is institutionalized racism in

Florida and it is shown in
the policies and the laws
in this state.
“I think the power of a
governor is standing up
sometimes when there
are unpopular causes because certain communities are treated differently
than others,” he said.
“Take Confederate monuments. I believe I was one
of the strongest voices
that stood up and said
they all must come down.
Take the death penalty. I
am the only one on this
stage that opposes it outright and one of the
biggest reasons is it’s because disproportionately
it’s been used against
communities of color.”
When a moderator
pointed out that Levine
contributed to the campaign of Republican Sen.
Marco Rubio, a fact that
drew some boos from the
audience, Levine said that
he has at this point personally contributed “upwards of $1 million to
Democrats”
before
launching into a list of his
accomplishments.
The other candidates,
however, weren’t about to
let him gloss over it, pointing out that Rubio was undeserving of any support
whatsoever.
King
noted
that
though Levine talks about
his great record, the former Miami Beach mayor
also has a record of attacking journalists if he
didn’t like what they were
writing, silencing scientists if he didn’t like their
findings and even belittling constituents in public.
Levine
responded
eventually by saying,
“Boy, it’s sure fun to be
the frontrunner!”
Louder boos and jeers
from the audience.
The race is certainly
underway, and it’s just
picking up.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Second annual African Nation Family Reunion Block Party on July 4

ST. PETERSBURG —
Black Power 96 FM, St.
Petersburg’s own black
community radio station,
is hosting their second annual “African Nation Family Reunion Block Party”
on July 4 at the Uhuru
House’s outdoor event
space, 18th Avenue South
and 13th Street.
Beginning at 4 p.m.,
the community is invited
to enjoy free outdoor kids
activities, card games,
music and family fellowship. Local food vendors
will be offering BBQ,
seafood, slushies and
vegan meals.

Then at 5 p.m., local
singers, rappers and musicians will take to the
Black Power 96 Sound
Stage for free live entertainment. This year’s lineup includes Skitserena,
Rosa Boi, OG Jock, Vinci,
Twon, Jonathan Laflare
and Nasja Mone.
The 4th of July is celebrated downtown and
across the U.S. as “Independence Day” for America, but Black Power 96’s
Station Manager Diakiesse Lungisani argues
that “black people are still
brutalized and oppressed
by America” and wants to

turn the 4th of July into a
day where “we can come
together and build the
strength of our community so that we can really
get free!”
Lungisani
believes
that Frederick Douglass’
question during an 1852
speech still rings true:
“What to a slave is the 4th
of July? A day that reveals
to him, more than all
other days in the year, the
gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the
constant victim.”
Black Power 96’s mission is to defend the
human and civil rights of

the African community
and to address the grave
disparities in health, education and economic development faced by this
community.
This commercial-free
community radio station
was established to serve
the interests of St. Petersburg’s black community,
not the far away big corporate interests of commercial radio. It provides free
training in professional
broadcasting and access
to the radio airwaves for
our local talent, organizations and businesses.
Regular on-air give-

aways of concert tickets
and grocery cards are
providing much-appreciated resources to south
St. Pete.
The station has much
to celebrate. It is preparing to raise the height of
its broadcast tower to 70
feet to expand its listening
area. They’ve added two
new local shows to an already dynamic schedule.
Dj Heavy Love and
Eddie “Florida Blind Boy”
Maultsby have joined the
Black Power 96 family
with their popular shows
The Love Train, The
Southern Soul Express

and the Florida Blind Boy
Show!
Lungisani encourages
families throughout St.
Petersburg to “come by
the station on July 4th.
Tour the studio. Get involved. Sign up for training. Support your local
black community radio
station!”
For more information
on the African Nation
Family Reunion Block
Party or to volunteer with
the radio station, visit
blackpower96.org, call
(727) 914-3614 or stop by
the station Monday to Friday between 9-5 p.m.

Start is about building relationships, Davis explained, with “families
that support family wellbeing, strong relationships between parents
and their children and ongoing learning and development for both parents
and their children.”
Families play a critical
role for a lifetime of academic success, so the program uses a family survey
assessment to assess,
monitor and track areas of

interest such as family
wellbeing, positive parentchild relationships and
families as learners and
lifelong educators.
Mistress of ceremonies Kimberly Jackson, Esq. from St.
Petersburg
College
lauded Davis for his commitment to the community and “the collaborative
approach he always takes
about the education of our
youth and how vital it is
for the continuity of our

community.”
Awards were presented to parents, volunteers, corporate and
corporate sponsors for ensuring the organization
continues to be a success.
And as the afternoon
wrapped up, Head Start
employees, who formed a
gospel-singing choir, took
to the stage and reminded
everyone that they are an
organization that puts
God first.

CONNECT WITH US!
Ready for school, prepared for life
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last month, the Pinellas
County Annual Head
Start Advantage held its
Annual
Awards
and
Awareness
Luncheon,
presented by Lutheran
Services Florida, at the
Coliseum. This yearly
event is a report on the
progress of their programs.
Founded as a summer
program in 1965 to aid
children of low-income
households, Head Start
and Early Head Start programs today serve over a
million children nationwide. They aim to provide
comprehensive services
to children ages and social services for their families.
The Pinellas Head
Start and Early Head
Start programs seek to
ensure that young children receive the quality
early education that they
deserve, and strive to
make them school ready

to face all academic challenges. Head Start Pinellas funds programs from
south St. Pete to Tarpon
Springs.
“I’m blessed and fortunate to serve in a world
where I have the opportunity to be a part of the
very children and families
that Head Start aims to lift
up,” said Leah McRae,
Esq., director of Education and Community Engagement for the City of
St. Petersburg, adding
that the Head Start program is one of the longestrunning programs that
address poverty in our
communities.
Louis Finney, Jr., executive vice president of
LSF, noted that he is a former Head Start child.
“I know firsthand the
benefit of a program that
helps people of poverty
and particularly people of
color to be successful,” he
said.
Dr. Ricardo Davis, director of Bay Area Head
Start and Early Head
Start, offered the Pinellas

Head Start Program report.
“Our goal is to have
children ready for school
and prepared for life,” he
said of the program,
stressing that parents and
staff work together to deliver comprehensive services and early childhood
development and education.
Through a series of assessments taken throughout the year and data
analysis, the program
aims to get young children ready for school.
For the 2016-17 academic year, Head Start
children scored above
the national average in
the areas of social-emotional, physical, cognitive, language, literacy
and math skills, Davis
pointed out.
“In fact,” he stated,
“90 percent of our
kindergarten
were
school ready, and we
should celebrate that!”
Parent and family
engagement in Head
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Ujima Men’s Collective conference spotlights troubling HIV rates
and health inequities
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Community members, educators, healthcare professionals,
state
health
officials and local representatives gathered at the
Enoch Davis Center last
Saturday for a one-day conference held by the
Banyan Tree Project, Inc.
The conference, part of
the Ujima Men’s Collective
initiative, was held to discuss issues surrounding
the ongoing HIV health crisis among African-American gay men, or same
gender loving men. Discussions also revealed
striking disparities in rates
of African American perinatal HIV and HIV among
blacks versus Latinos and
whites.
The day-long event covered a number of specific
issues that are being ignored by the media that
point to grave statistics in
the rates of HIV/AIDS in
the African-American community, and covered topics
including policy, HIV and
mental health, relationships, stigma, drug laws, financial health and trends.
Presenters included
Ron Henderson, health equity
manager
and
statewide minority AIDS
coordinator, Christopher
Bates, former director of
the Office of HIV/AIDS at
the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, Cheryl Howell, Affordable Housing director,
Hillsborough Board of
County Commissioners
and Michael BenjaminRobinson, the BACH
Group, a New Orleans minority support practice.
Also, District 5 City Coun-

cil member Steve Kornell
showed up to lend his support.
According to the
Florida Department of
Health, there has been
some positive news:
• Within the 20 Florida
counties with the highest
rates of AIDS among
African Americans:
• There has been a 40
percent decline in HIV
cases among black heterosexual women and a 42
percent decline overall
since 2005
While HIV was the
number one cause of death
among African Americans
ages 25-44, in 2016 it was
the fifth cause of death
However, on the negative side of the scale:
• There has been a rise
in the rate of HIV among
African-American youth,
with 74 percent of pediatric
HIV infection cases existing in the black community, and 100 percent of all
perinatal HIV (transmitted
by birth) occurring among
blacks
• Among AfricanAmerican MSM (men having sex with men) there
has been an 18 percent increase in HIV between
2005 and 2014
• Black women still account for 63 percent of all
HIV cases, compared to
less than 20 percent
among Latinos and whites
• African Americans
comprise only 14 percent
of the adult population in
Florida but represent 41
percent of HIV cases
• While African Americans represent only 14 percent of American teens, in
2013, they accounted for
more than two-thirds (67
percent) of new cases
• African Americans

represent more than 51
percent of new cases
among MSM aged 13-24,
and the numbers of new infections in this age range
rose by 78 percent in the
black community
Still, while the topic
was dire, the event was
empowering and uplifting,
with passionate deliveries
by presenters, and a clear
commitment to continuing
the fight to change the picture of HIV among African
Americans in Florida
through education and activism.
Organizer, activist, educator and Banyan Tree
Project’s Executive Director J. Carl Devine was
pleased with the turnout,
the informative discussions and the response.
“The word that we
have heard most often
used is ‘powerful.’ Some of
the dialogue brought people to tears; it was that
powerful for them. We had
a mixture of the community, black, white, gay,
straight, male, female,
transgender,” he said.
And while the statistics
are grim, DeVine and his
supporters know the only
way forward is education.
He was grateful for the
support of the Florida Department of Health in
Pinellas County and sponsors including AHF Pharmacy,
Community
Specialty
Pharmacy,
Gilead and the AIDS
Healthcare Foundation.
Also represented at the
event were vendors from
the Black Nurses Association, Neighborly Care Network, Metro Wellness &
Community
Center,
EPIC/Empath Health and
The Burg Cares, among
others.
“We did accomplish
what we wanted,” said
DeVine. “We wanted to educate people about HIV
and AIDS and educate people about the disparity in
health equity in our communities…because our
communities are not getting all the healthcare and
information that they
need.”
The conference targeted specific populations
– black men, same gender
loving men and the people
who support them. The

L-R, Ashley Smith, AIDS Foundation, J. Carl Devine and Steve Kornell

L-R, Christopher Bates, Michael Benjamin-Robinson and J. Carl Devine

next community the
Banyan Tree Project
hopes to address will be
the youth. Devine said an
intervention had been written to take them back not
only historically, but to prepare them for some of life’s

issues that are coming up.
“One of the things
we’re trying to get people
to do is understand who
they are and understand
that they‘re in control of
their lives and their bodies.
That’s our next thing – try-

ing to reach the youngerthan-young.”
For more information
contact banyantreeprojec@aol.com
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

Free college planning, graduate with no debt
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Starting next Monday,
Gibbs High School will be
the home of a free fourday boot camp aimed at
helping high school seniors prepare for college.
Led by author, educator, motivational speaker
and college planning expert Dr. Mychal Wynn,
the boot camp, which has
been launched across the
globe, will make its way
to St. Pete where students
will gain expert college
admission and scholarship guidance with an actionable plan to guide
them throughout their
journey.
“There is no time to
do the work once the
school year begins,” said
the “Ten Steps to Helping
Your Child Succeed in
School” author. “We help
students develop a strategic plan by the fourth day
of the boot camp.”
Students will get help
finding the right college
fit, identify the best college majors and apply for
scholarships such as
Gates
Millennium,
Stamps, Jack Kent Cook
and Ron Brown.
Seniors who attend

the College Planning
Boot Camp will begin
their final year of high
school with a comprehensive college admission
and scholarship plan that
includes a common application, high-quality résumé,
biographical
essays and a well-researched college and
scholarship lists.
From June 18-21, students will also have the
opportunity to receive
guidance on the best admission cycles to apply
based on their college
choice, body of work and
family’s financial need.
“Make sure there are
no empty seats in the
room on June 18. We
have to own this opportunity to position the students in our community
and schools to benefit
what Mr. Wynn is bringing to us,” stated Dr.
Lewis Brinson, Pinellas
County Schools Minority
Achievement
Officer,
who is responsible for
planning, coordinating
and implementing initiatives to close all achievement gaps.
The boot camp is a
part of the College Planning Cohort™ program
designed to complement
the role and fill the void of

high school counselors
by helping students and
families develop strategies to maximize the K-12
experience, become competitive admission applicants and qualify for
scholarships.
Most students do not
have enough interaction
with their guidance counselors to plan the many
specific details of the college planning process.
While teachers are paid
to teach academic subjects, counselors have a
responsibility to develop
relationships with students to help them excel
in areas such as college
and career readiness and
preparation.
Working with such a
large number of students,
it is difficult for counselors to provide one-onone long-term college
planning and scholarship
guidance.
Many of the students
who go unnoticed usually
come from lower-income
backgrounds, first in their
family to attend college,
immigrants,
undocumented or simply overwhelmed with the college
planning process.
The boot camp curriculum will guide students in identifying clear

L-R, Dr. Lewis Brinson, Dr. Mychal and Nina Wynn
and obtainable goals with
specific directions to reduce college costs and
avoid student loan debt. It
is an individualized plan
of action.
“The camp focuses on
connecting students to
different college pathways through community
college or directly into a
four-year institutions, selective private institutions
or state universities based
on their academic performance, gifts, talents
and financial need,” said
Wynn.
Wynn and his wife,
Nina, developed the Col-

lege Planning Cohort ™
boot camp after successfully creating effective
strategies for their older
son to gain admission to
Amherst College and for
their younger son to be
selected as a 2012 Gates
Millennium Scholar.
The Wynns identified
a need to share this
knowledge with students
outside of their family and
developed the College
Planning Cohort™ model
as a means to foster small
group support for high
school seniors at their
church in Marietta, Ga.
Since its inception, the

College Planning Boot
Camp has been a staple in
schools, communities and
families. Students have
been awarded more than
a million dollars in financial assistance.
The no-cost boot
camp runs June 18-21
from 9-3 p.m. at Gibbs
High School, 850 34th St.
S. Materials are free;
however, space is limited.
To register, contact
Dr. Lewis Brinson at 727588-6436 or by email at
brinsonle@pcsb.org.
Jah’Tia Haynes contributed to this story.
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Compassion, courage and appreciation
From IFTAR, front page

delegation of U. S. mayors
that visited Morocco for the
opportunity to meet with
elected officials, including the
mayors of Rabat and Marrakesh.
“We discussed our common challenges and innovative ways to address them,”
he said, adding that the king
of the Muslim country’s inclusive practices and vision
for Morocco was much like
ours here in St. Pete.
Morocco has been
ranked as one of the most
peaceful nations in Africa and
in the Middle East, Kriseman
pointed out, as a “message of

Abdul Karim Ali

peace was seen and heard
throughout our stay.”
Peace, he told those on
hand, is one of the literal
meanings of Islam and it is
the aim of Muslims.
“You don’t need to read
the Koran to know that,”
Kriseman said. “You just
need to shake a Muslim’s
hand and listen and learn. It’s
that simple. My wife and I
had the privilege of doing that
in Morocco, but it can be
done right here at home in
our diverse St. Petersburg.”
Offering the official welcome, Abdul Karim Ali,
chairman of TBAMA said

that the event is a component
of the city’s diverse identity.
“We want everyone to
know that this will become
— is — a part of our city,” he
said. “Iftar dinner is a part of
the city of St. Petersburg,”
Rev. Doral Pulley with Interfaith Tampa Bay recognized all of the religious,
spiritual and faith leaders
from various faith traditions
who gathered in support of
the Iftar dinner.
“Let’s recognize our
unity, our solidarity; the way
to come together this
evening for a common purpose and for a common goal,”

Rev. Doral Pulley

he said.
Martha Nailah Williams,
founder and director of the
KNOW ME / no me Ins-Stitute spoke on the evening’s
theme of compassion,
courage and appreciation.
“And this is how we are
able to be or show compassion,” she said. “What is
compassion? I would love to
say that is it included in the
womb of mercy.”
Williams noted that people should not get
overindulged in the event itself, more so than they
should be involved in the “life
that comes after this.”

Hassan Shibly

“Our
collectiveness
here tonight is a beautiful
gathering.” she said, “but
then the work that we all are
doing I’m sure, wherever we
are, whatever course we are
involved in, it is important,
and it does feed to tomorrow.
So then there’s another
prayer that we ask the
Almighty. To show mercy
upon us that we may be remembered for years to
come.”
We must have the
courage to stand for what is
right, she urged while underscoring that the fact that
everyone gathered that

evening speaks to an appreciation.
“Our
being
here tonight has increased
the ability to know that number one: We’re human; number two: We all have the same
needs; number three: We’re
all going to strive with our utmost to do that which is right
and number four: We’re
going to know when we need
to take a stand. So those
words: compassion, courage,
appreciation. We are better
together than we are apart.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Mayor Rick Kriseman

Campbell Park is the new home for skateboard enthusiasts
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –The
ribbon cutting ceremony for
the new state-of-the-art Regional Skate Park took place
Saturday, June 2 in Campbell Park. Hundreds of rippers, and those just curious,
experienced not only the
opening of the new sports
facility but observed firsthand the thrill of three
skateboard competitions:
Skateboard Bowl (8 ft.) Best
Trick, Skateboard Street
Best Trick and Skateboard
Vert Bowl Best Trick.
“Nothing makes me
happier,” said Leisure Services Administrator Mike Jeffries after the ribbon-cutting
ceremony.

Two years ago, however, there were many in the
community that didn’t share
his sentiments. At a design
meeting, Maria L. Scruggs,
president of the NAACP, St.
Petersburg Branch, voiced
her concerns with the construction of a skate park in
an underserved AfricanAmerican community.
“Why would the city invest in and support a skate
park when there are other
more pressing socio-economic issues in the community, she asked at a public
meeting.”
And although the area
has more pressing economic needs, the money
used to build the park came
from the Weeki Wachee
Fund, which can only be

used for recreational projects.
And if you aren’t into
skateboarding, the new
park has you covered.
“You can use your skateboard. You can use your
BMX Bikes. You can use
your inline skates. You can
use your razors,” said Jefferies. “Whatever you use,
this skate park is designed
to accommodate everyone
and every skill level.
Former City Council
member Karl Nurse had
championed the idea of
building the facility since the
early 90s when many people
looked down on the idea.
“This would not have
happened if the City Skateboard Alliance had not filled
the city chambers over and

over and over again,” he
said.
Many residents in the
area felt that black children
do not skateboard and that
the money should have
been used for a facility that
catered more to the area’s
needs.
To answers those concerns, Michelle LeFleurBox, executive director of
Boards For Bros, a 501(c)3
non-profit organization fully
committed to providing
equipment, safe skate spots
and youth mentoring in our
community, said they have
been working in the Campbell Park neighborhood for
more than a year giving children skateboards to get
them excited about the
sport.

The new facility’s three
competitions gave not only
St. Pete, but the entire Bay
area a taste of future possibilities of the caliber of
events that could be hosted
there. Both those who have
embraced the sport and
those who are willing to step
out of the box can showcase
their skills in a safe environment.
Vert Bowl Best Trick
Steven Pineiro – Best
Air
Steven
McKaig
–
Longest Grind
Tyler Coffman – Best
Lip Trick
BMX Street Best
Trick
Dylan Carter – 1st place
winner
Nick Carballo – 2nd

The Regional Skate Park, located at 600 12th St. S, opened to great fanfare Saturday, June 2.

place winner
Ryan Torrance – 3rd
place winner
Skateboard
Street
Best Trick
Sly Sullivan – 1st place
winner
Marse Farmer – 2nd
place winner
Markus Jalaburr – 3rd
place winner
Skateboard Bowl (8
ft.) Best Trick
Steven McKaig – 1st
place winner
Keith Baldassare – 2nd
place winner
Tyler Coffman – 3rd
place winner
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

From IFTAR, front page

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERTISERS

WWW.

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

The following job is currently available:
• Space Utilization Planner (Job ID 17053)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Experienced certified caregiver
will take excellent care of
your sick/elderly loved ones.
All genders welcome.
Over 20 years experience.
Will do live in.
Please call (754) 207 9822
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I AM:
Atwater’s Cafeteria
By Gwendolyn Reese
Atwater’s Cafeteria was a mainstay in
the African-American community, serving up southern-style food for breakfast,
lunch and dinner for more than three
generations. We all remember the fresh
squeezed lemonade, homemade biscuits, fresh vegetables and we can’t forget the peach cobbler.
Atwater’s quickly became a favorite
eating place in the community, and on
any given day you would find both black
and white customers. It was also a gathering place for community leaders, ministers and local elected officials could
always be seen there. It was a meeting
place for civic organization and church
groups.
In the 1980s U.S. Senator Bob Graham campaigned there while running for
governor. Don McRae, Goliath Davis
and some of “St. Pete’s finest” police officers could be spotted having lunch there
on almost any day of the week.
I would frequently meet my friend
and mentor, Cleveland Johnson, for
breakfast and if I needed to discuss an
issue with Bishop John Copeland,
chances are I would see him at Atwater’s.
The Harlem Restaurant and Grill was
opened in 1952 by Wilbert and Annie
Wright. Located on Fairfield Avenue and
22nd Street South, it was the precursor
to Atwater’s Cafeteria. Elzo “Deac” Atwater Sr. bought the Harlem in 1964 and
sold it in 1985. In 1977, he purchased
Robert’s Restaurant at 895 22nd Ave. S,
changing the name to Atwater’s.
For the next 25 years, Elzo and Mattie Atwater ran the cafeteria with the help
of their nine children. In 1981, Elzo Sr.
opened his second restaurant, the 65seat Harlem Cafeteria at 963 22nd St. S.
The family’s matriarch died in 2003
preceded in death by her husband Elzo
Sr. in October 1997. The cafeteria closed
its doors on October 27, 1997, for the first
time in its history, for a day of mourning
following the death of the patriarch of the
family.
Mrs. Atwater was once quoted saying: “I got into the restaurant business
because I had a lot of mouths to feed at
home. My husband would come home
and say, ‘Is this all you have?’ And I said,
‘If you want more, you’re going to have
to get a restaurant.’”
Atwater’s was a family business with
all nine children working there at some
point. Elzo Atwater, Jr. managed the
cafeteria and operated the catering side
of the business, Eric, known as “the
CookE Man,” took care of the baking
sideline and Michael was cook and operator.
In 1982, tragedy struck when Elzo Jr.
and Michael were shot during a robbery
at the family’s restaurant as they were returning from a catering job at the St. Petersburg Municipal Pier. Elzo, 26, was
critically wounded when the bullet entered his chest and lodged in his heart
and Michael, 15, was shot in the arm.
Elzo spent six weeks in the hospital
and endured four heart operations. Peo-

ple from all over the community, including white people, donated blood. Many
had never met Elzo Jr. A record 113 people donated blood. Both sons recovered.
In 1997, an article bearing the headline “Atwater’s restaurant seeks site
downtown” appeared in the St. Petersburg Times. Co-owner Michael outlined
the family’s plan to open a second cafeteria in downtown St. Petersburg, but it
was made clear the current location
would remain open.
In the fall of that year, Elzo Jr. took
over operation of the Bayboro Café at the
University of South Florida’s St. Petersburg campus. Orange Blossom Catering
had operated the café for the previous
four years. He would also run the Atwater Hospitality Academy, a culinary training program, in connection with the café.
In December 2005, Atwater’s closed
briefly for renovations. It reopened several weeks later with Michael as cook
and operator and with the help of three
employees. Atwater’s continued to offer
up the southern fare we were accustomed to seven days a week from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m.
Atwater’s closed in 2011 after 38
years of service. Eric Atwater opened Atwater’s Best BBQ and Soul Food in the
Skyway Mall in 2015. It closed in 2017
and since that time he has catered special events, continued to bar-be-que and
smoke fish, and of course, he never
stopped baking cookies. CookE Man
cookies are slated to be in major supermarkets later this year.
Eric has been patiently waiting for a
five-year lease to expire. When the lease
expired this year, he immediately began
to work to reopen the family business.
The official opening is scheduled for July.
When I asked Eric why reopening Atwater’s was so important to him, he said,
“To preserve the family legacy and to
motivate his siblings to come to work
and join him in this effort.”
Since he’s been back in the building,
Eric has opened the doors to church
groups and community organizations for
fundraisers and other activities He is also
sponsoring St. Petersburg Skill Academy’s basketball team and very soon a
fundraising event will be held in the
building for brother Elzo who is on dialysis and needs a kidney transplant.
All of this is Eric’s way of continuing
the Atwater legacy of providing for the
family and supporting the community.
“Atwater’s, the best food in town, is back!
It’s back,” exclaimed Eric.

The Revolution Will
Not Be Pathologized!
Community conversations around healing

By Kayla Nembhard, MA, LMHC
“Talk context; change the person…
”What a quotation. This phrase has
stuck with me since my graduate
school days about five years ago. Many
people produce various interpretations
of what this idea could mean. Hopefully, the pieces prior to this one have
provided better clarity for it.
As even I continue to reflect on
what “talk context; change the person”
means to me, I think about the recent
incidents of suicide that have garnered
national attention and sympathy. Some
incidents have garnered more than
other.
Last week, it was revealed that
famed designer Kate Spade took her
own life, and then just days later, famed
chef, travel documentarian and author
Anthony Bourdain did the same. As I
write this, there are statistics that have
emerged reporting that phone calls to
the national suicide hotline (1-800-2738255; available 24 hours and all 7 days
of the week) have in fact increased by
as much as 25 percent since this unfortunate news flooded the media last
week.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, an exceptional writer, thinker and woman of
Nigerian descent has presented on the
dangers of what she calls a “single
story” (YouTube search: “The Danger
of a Single Story,” A TED Talk). The
most basic or relatable example of a
single story is how stereotypes are created and perpetuated.
In a nutshell, when we are fed a literal single perspective or narrative of
an experience or event, we begin to associate that narrative and its implications to every experience or event
similar that follows. How is this relevant to the topic of suicide and the
more general topic of community healing?
In a previous piece, I discussed the
significant and perpetual problem that
community interventionists often run
into as generic interventions are put in
place for particularly unique sets of
community issues. Even the targeted
interventions (interventions developed
and applied to specific populations of
people) generally miss the mark as the
analysis from which the intervention
was developed around is incorrect.
Again, if our analysis or understanding of the roots of symptoms is
wrong, our approach to resolution is
likely also going to be wrong, or at the
very least, insubstantial; the intervention might initially yield desirable results, but such outcomes will decrease
over time until a community is ultimately back to square one.
When we continue to see the same
faces (i.e., Spade and Bourdain), representing a certain kind of suffering in
mainstream media, we unconsciously
start to assume that such symptoms
must manifest for us all in the same
way. We generally chalk it up to mental
health issues.
We get into the very western habit
of individualizing traumas versus looking around us for answers. When we
individualize traumas we lose sight of
the bigger (systemic) picture and continue to push time and resources toward changing the person…
Last month, another statistic was
revealed — but did not make mainstream media — that suicide for young
black children between the ages of 5
and 12 are twice as likely to occur com-

pared to their white peers within the
same age range.
This data was collected between
the years 2001 and 2015. Due to the
media latching on to the same white
face to represent a phenomenon such
as suicide, researchers are currently
scratching their heads at this new statistic.
The article on Blavity.com, propose
that these rates are likely related to
“developmental issues and the possible
lack if a family network, social network
and cultural activities.” Other black researchers and thinkers who are unafraid to go there would call this a lack
of racial socialization that is vital in
buffering black children and children
of color from the realities associated
with existing in such an oppressive society.
What about the drastic and devastating increase in suicides, suicide attempts and suicidal ideation (thoughts
of suicide) in Puerto Rico since Hurricane Irma and Maria ripped through
the island almost one year ago? Would
we be oblivious enough to examine
this phenomenon individual by individual?
People have lost their homes,
whether it be due to the storm demolishing it, or due to the United States
government allowing for homes that
have been passed down from generation to generation to be stolen from
families to be bought and resold at a
higher price.
Many believe there is currently a
genocide or cleansing of the island that
is glaringly evident at this time, but has
actually been underway for quite some
time. “They want a Puerto Rico without Puerto Ricans” many say.
As a black diaspora, it is critical to
do our homework to understand the
context, versus accepting the very surface level and broad explanations fed
to us that may be true for the dominant
group, but not for the rest of us.
This is a significant reason why the
field of psychotherapy and mental
health needs a complete overhaul in
order to be more effective and advantageous to communities of color both
individually and systemically.
As we attempt to heal a community
as a community, we must shift our
thinking to include a more holistic perspective/analysis rather than settling
for the easier (more comfortable) conversation.
Let’s talk about it…

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Professional chef takes top spot in annual competition
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ladies, do not let your
man tell you he can’t cook.
If he can burn half as well
as the men who showed
up and out for nearly a
thousand people at the
23rd annual Dine With
Men Who Cook event,
you’ll never have to set
foot in the kitchen again.
The Thomas “Jet”
Jackson Recreation Center
was packed May 20 with
hungry folks ready to
throw down while celebrating Bethel AME
Church’s 23rd year of
feeding the masses.
This healthy competition between men wearing
aprons started some two
decades ago with co-chairs
Lena Brown and Patricia
Wright and became a part of
Bethel’s history when it was
incorporated as a prelude to
their 1996 Calendar Tea.
After 10 years, the

baton was passed to Altamese
Cannon
and
Suzanne Felton. Under
their successful co-chairmanship, the event expanded to a new venue
and grew by leaps and
bounds.
In 2010, Larry and
Faith Walker took over the
reins and added a competitive edge, a VIP component, a larger venue,
celebrity judges and chefs
and monetary prizes to
name a few.
The NCAA sized basketball gym was transformed into a mega
banquet hall, and surrounding the dining area
were numbered chef tables. The cuisine ranged
from soul food to gourmet
to Caribbean fare. In addition to choosing foods
from budding chefs, hungry patrons had a variety
of decadent desserts to select from courtesy of Swinton’s Bakery.
First-time competitor

Samuel Grant brought a
little Trinidad and Tobago
to the competition. His
kale rice and veggies with
stewed curry chicken
added some island flair.
Roland Wilson has entered the cook-off since its
inception. He hasn’t won
yet, but he’s not giving up
on his stew. While
Bernard King, who has
also participated since the
first competition, cooked a
complete meal consisting
of dirty rice, black beans,
turkey wings and a chef
salad.
This year’s visiting
chef was Bryon Landers
from Washington, D.C. As
a child, he watched his
grandmother prepare delectable meals, and she instilled
in
him
the
importance of fresh ingredients by teaching him to
garden.
Landers, who is the
nephew of head chef and
Bethel AME pastor Rev.
Kenny Irby, prepared

chicken and waffles, macaroni and cheese and
pulled barbeque jerked
chicken. The kicker was
that the waffles were actually waffle ice cream
cones, so the juxtaposition
of the spicy chicken and
the sweet waffle cone
made your taste buds do
backflips.
Father and son duo
Sam Hemmingway Sr., 93,
and junior, 68, have entered the competition for
the last 23 years. They
won a few years ago with a
group of cooks, but this
year they entered their
cheesy and gooey, oh-sodelicious macaroni and
cheese.
This year’s celebrity
judges, St. Petersburg Police Chief Anthony Holloway, Bay News 9 news
anchor Erica Riggins and
recent Dixie Hollins graduate Eric Washington, had
the perfect excuse for
stuffing their faces. Even
though the competition

was stiff, they were able to
emerge with three winners:
1st Place – Golden
Monix
2nd Place – Milton
Lilly
3rd Place – Troy
Steward
Steward’s seasoned
rice pilaf, tropical ribs with
watermelon slices earned
him $50. This year was his
12th year entering and the
second year winning, earning the top prize a few
years ago.
Lilly, who also won second place last year with
the same dish, received
$100 for his curry chicken,
shrimp and cheesecake.
However, it was a newcomer to the competition
and the area who outshined everyone this year
to take home the top prize
of $150. With his shrimp
ceviche, lemon pound
cake,
Mediterranean
chicken with romesco
sauce and macaroni and

cheese with four kinds of
white cheeses, it was clear
he was the top chef this
year.
Monix first learned to
cook from his mom and
grandmother. After working at the Boys and Girls
Club for 15 years, he decided to follow his dream
of becoming a chef. He attended Johnson and Wales
Culinary School in Charlotte, N.C., and for the last
three years has worked at
Raymond James Financial’s corporate headquarters as a catering chef.
Moving from Sarasota
a year and a half ago,
Monix is now a member of
Bethel AME. So, it looks
like the competition has
been raised to another
level. For all of you nonculinary art school graduates, you better start now
preparing for next year’s
dish!
Congratulations to all
who participated. You are
all winners!

L-R, Golden Monix, Milton Lilly and Troy Steward
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Artist Benny Andrews combines styles and mediums in ‘Mix Master’ at the MFA
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Viewing the collection at
the Museum of Fine Arts’
new show “Benny Andrews: Mix Master,” one
is offered a glimpse into
the expansive field of Andrews’ work as an artist,
activist, educator and intellect.
The works, on loan
from Professor Edward J.
Littlejohn, include some
of Andrews’ line drawings, sketching, paintings
and collages. The show
delivers a window into Andrews’ eclectic styles,
with delicately drawn line
renderings
displayed
alongside boldly colored,
expressionistic takes on
human figures.
Especially striking in
the show are some of Andrews’ 3-D collage works,
as well as color etchings

he produced for author
Flannery
O’Connor’s
1961 short story on the
subtleties of southern
racism “Everything That
Rises Must Converge”
published by the rarebooks publisher Limited
Editions Club.
Born to a large family
in the rural community of
Plainview, Ga., just outside Madison, his father
George was also an artist
who became known as
the “Dot Man.” While his
father and mother, Viola,
both valued education,
young Andrews was only
allowed to attend high
school, a four-mile walk
from his home when the
fields were wet. Finances
demanded he worked the
fields his family sharecropped the rest of the
year.
Andrews became his
family’s first high school

graduate. After receiving
a scholarship to attend
what was then Forth Valley College for two years,
he joined the air force and
served
until
1953.
Through the G.I. Bill, he
then attended and graduated from the Art Institute
of Chicago, receiving his
Bachelor of Fine Arts.
Within a few years, he
relocated to New York,
gained a solo show and a
handful of awards – and
just as quickly was embroiled in the social justice activities that would
become another of his
life-long callings.
In 1969, in response to
an exhibit at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
that was titled “Harlem on
My Mind: Cultural Capital
of Black America” – a
showing of photos and
newspaper articles about
the community, which
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was notably absent of any
actual artwork or contributions by African Americans
–
Andrews
co-founded the Black
Emergency
Cultural
Coalition (BECC) to
protest the exhibit.
Over the next few
years, Andrews and
BECC would raise awareness on a number of social issues, including the
prison system and the
anti-Vietnam war movement.
Profoundly moved by,
and in response to, the
1971 Attica uprising at the
prison facility in upstate
New York, Andrews was
not only moved to paint
but also moved to begin
The Prison Art Program.
At the MFA exhibit,
one can also view a copy
of the now impossible to
find “Attica Book,” co-published by the BECC and

the Artists and Writers
Protest Against the War in
Vietnam. The publication
offers a body of work inspired by and drawing attention to the social
climate.
Andrews taught at
Queens College in New
York from 1968 to 1997
and was the director of visual arts at the National
Endowment for the Arts
from 1982 to 1984.
An activist and educator, right up to his death in
2006, was working on an
art project with children
in the Gulf Coast who had
lost their homes during
Hurricane Katrina.
Andrews’ work now
hangs in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New
York City, the same museum he formed BECC to
protest in ’69. His work is
also on view at the Art Institute of Chicago, the

High Museum of Art in
Atlanta, Harlem’s Studio
Museum, New Orleans’
Ogden Museum of Southern Art and the Hirshhorn in Washington, D.C.
“Benny Andrews: Mix
Master” is at the MFA
until Aug. 26, and it’s
more than worth it to take
in these works by a vital
figure who called for—
and created – not only art
but change, in America’s
cultural landscape.
The Museum of Fine
Art (MFA) is located at
255 Beach Dr. N.E. Open
Monday-Wednesday, Friday and Saturday form105 p.m.; Thursday from
10-8 p.m. and Sunday
from noon-5 p.m.
For more information,
please call 727.896.2667
or visit mfastpete.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
76th anniversary NCNW Founder’s Day Luncheon
From PONDER, front page

decades.
Locally, the St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
was organized in 1942 by
Fannye Ayer Ponder. Dr.
Bethune was close friends
with the Ayre family and
treated Fannye as a daughter. After returning from a
trip to Washington, D.C.,
with Dr. Bethune, Ponder
was inspired and started
planting the seed for what
would eventually become
the local chapter by drawing
together like-minded women
such as O. B. McLin,
Dorothy Blanton, Mary
Louise McRae, Ethel Monroe Moten, Carolyn Stitts
and Charlie Mae Grogran
Newkirk.
“We are here to remember the shoulders that we
stand on and to reboot our
sense of pride… “It’s the girt;
it’s the grind; it’s the movement; it’s the passion; it’s the
vision,” averred Williams.
Guest speaker and local
historian Gwendolyn Reese
was honored to share her
memories Ponder and her
enduring legacy. She is also
the niece of McLin, one of
the founding members of the
St. Petersburg Metropolitan
Section.
Growing up, Reese lived
two doors down from the
Ponders, which included Dr.
James Maxie Ponder, wife
Fannye, son Ernest, his wife
Claire and their daughter
Erna.
“I remember fondly the
cherry bush hedges and the
white wooden fence bordering the property,” recalled
Reese, who would remove

the wooden slats from the
Ponder’s fence and feast on
the sweet fruit.
Coming to the Sunshine
City from her native Ocala
with her husband in 1925,
Ponder was an educator, organizer and a social and civic
leader in St. Pete for more
than 40 years.
A graduate of Florida
A&M, Ponder taught at
Gibbs High School for 20
years, organized the St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the NCNW as well as
the City Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs. She
worked as a Republican committeewoman and helped
build two community buildings in the black community:
the Council House that bears
her name and the Melrose
Clubhouse.
Ponder directed her limitless energy toward the advancement of women on the
local, state and national levels, working alongside such
prominent activists as Dr.
Bethune and First Lady of
the United States Eleanor
Roosevelt.
In 1972, in recognition of
her accomplishments for
more than 40 years of service to her community and the
nation, then St. Pete Mayor
Herman Goldner declared a
day in June Fannye Ayer
Ponder Day.
“She died nearly 36 years
ago on May 31, 1982, but her
legacy still lives. In fact, what
she stood for, what she believed in and what she
worked tirelessly to accomplish is exactly what is
needed in such times as

these,” said Reese.
Ponder’s legacy is that of
someone who worked for
women’s rights, believed in
equality and worked to
change the lives of those less
fortunate. She was politically
astute, a patriotic and servant
leader, once selling thousands of U.S. Savings Bonds
during World War II, totaling
$85,000 in one single night in
Miami.
“A servant leader shares
power, puts the needs of others first and helps people develop and perform as highly
as possible,” commented
Reese.
Why must her legacy
live on?
Many of the issues Ponder faced and worked to
overcome still exist today.
Progress has been made;
however, there is still much
work to be done.
Reese pointed out that
Ponder fought for the advancement of women, yet
the glass ceiling still exists.
“These hard-to-see informal barriers can make it difficult
and
sometimes
impossible for women and
people of color to get promotions, pay raises and further
opportunities,” she said, noting that women still make
about 80 cents for every dollar a man earns, and the very
existence of the Me Too
movement shows “the magnitude of the problem of sexual assault and harassment
especially in the workplace.”
Ponder worked to eradicate racism, yet in 2018,
Nazis and Klansmen march
openly and proudly, and hate

crimes appear to be on the
rise. In fact, Reese stated,
Florida has 50 documented hate groups followed by Texas with 36,
Tennessee with 29 and
Georgia with 28.
She believed in freedom and justice, however,
police killings of people—
especially black people—
remain largely the same
year to year, and the Justice Department has
largely abdicated any federal responsibility in reducing brutality.
Citing startling statistics, Reese said the United
States makes up only five
percent of the world’s population but accounts for 25
percent of the world’s prisoners with the highest
number being black and
Dr. James Maxie Ponder was appointed city
brown people, and the incar- physician for the African-American community in
ceration of women is grow- 1926. He also spearheaded the creation of Mercy
ing twice as fast than that of Hospital as well as a prenatal clinic to serve its
men.
residents. Folklore has it that he wrote the first
With the highest incarprescription for Webb’s City Drug Store.
ceration numbers in the
world, the U.S. has nearly 7
million people incarcerated, were alive today, she would
be a social justice warrior.
on probation or parole.
Once a chairperson of She asked the room to conthe auxiliary to Mercy Hos- sider some thought-provokpital’s Advisory Board, Pon- ing questions.
“Every single one of us
der believed in equal access,
yet an infant mortality crisis wants to matter,” she said.
is tightening its grip on the “We want our lives, our stomost marginalized commu- ries and the choices we
made or didn’t make to matnities.
“Across many economic ter. How we live matters.
metrics — from evictions to How will you live? What will
generational wealth, to seg- you be known for when you
regation —disparities are ei- leave this earth? What will be
ther stagnating or trending in your legacy?”
To learn more about the
the wrong direction,” Reese
NCNW, log on to www.ncn- Fannye Ayer Ponder left
stated.
a legacy to emulate.
Reese believes if Ponder wstpete.org.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

My Father was God’s Instrument
“WHEN GOD GIVES YOU AN ASSIGNMENT,
THERE IS ALWAYS JOY AND CHALLENGE FOR
THE TASK TO BE DONE.
AS GOD’S INSTRUMENT, HE WANTS US
PREPARED TO DO HIS WILL, HIS WAY.
MY FATHER MOVED OUT OF GOD’S WAY
AND BECAME AN OPEN VESSEL TO BE USED.
DADDY WAS PREPARED FOR THE CHALLENGES, AS HE EXPERIENCED THE JOY OF
THE BLESSING OF BEING USED BY GOD.
YES, IT IS A BLESSING AND WE MUST ACCEPT EVERYTHING THAT COMES WITH BEING
AN INSTRUMENT USED BY GOD.
HE MUST BE AT OUR HELM AND HE
ALONE MUST DIRECT OUR COURSE. HE MUST
STEER OUR COURSE DOWN A PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
AS MY FATHER TOOK THIS LIFE JOURNEY,
HE
WAS ENCOURAGED BY GOD’S
LIVING WORD AND HIS PROMISES.
HIS JOURNEY WAS A WALK OF FAITH. HE
OBEYED GOD’S COMMANDS, TRUSTED GOD’S
WORD AND WOULD DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM.
MY FATHER KNEW THAT WITH JESUS AS
HIS SAVIOR, HE COULD CONQUER ANYTHING.
WE MUST LEARN TO OPERATE IN THE
SPIRIT. GOD TELLS US TO WORSHIP HIM IN
SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH.

Al Downing

AL DOWNING WAS WILLING TO PRAISE
AND PERSEVERE AS HE WENT THROUGH HIS
JOURNEY AS GOD’S INSTRUMENT.
MY FATHER PRAYED FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE , DIRECTION , PROTECTION AND PEACE.
HE
PRAYED
FOR
OTHERS
AND
WAS CLOTHED WITH HUMILITY.
MY FATHER LISTENED TO GOD AS
HE TOLD HIM WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO
GO AND HOW TO MOVE FORWARD AS GOD’S
VESSEL AND INSTRUMENT.
IT WAS A BLESSING TO WITNESS MY FATHER WHO WAS WILLING TO BE USED BY
GOD. MY FATHER WAS WILLING TO BE GOD’S
INSTRUMENT OF LOVE.
THANK YOU LORD FOR THE EXAMPLE OF
MY FATHER, WHOSE FAITH HELPED US TO
LEARN HOW TO HOLD ONTO OUR PEACE.
KEEP US SILENT BEFORE YOU LORD AND
DELIVER US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.
TAKE OUR HAND LORD AND LEAD US.
MY FATHER WAS TRULY THANKFUL TO BE
USED FOR YOUR GLORY LORD. PLEASE KEEP
US ALWAYS HUMBLE IN YOUR SIGHT LORD
JESUS.
THANK YOU LORD FOR YOUR GRACE AND
MERCY AND FOR A FATHER WHO LOVED YOU
SO. AMEN
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation thank God for
his continual mercy, grace
and abundant blessings. We
strive to give God our utmost
praise for the awesome gift
of His Son, Jesus Christ and
extend to our community an
invitation to share in our
praise as we pursue our mission of Creating a BibleBased Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
Congratulations
to

Friendship on their 90th
Church Anniversary and the
opportunity for St. Mark to
celebrate with you on June 6.
As we continue to march on
in the month of June, the
Women of St. Mark are finalizing plans to honor the men
of St. Mark with a CountryWestern Showdown for Father’s Day on June 16 and
will be giving the Male Chorus the day off on June 17
with an All Women Choir
rendering the song service.
St. Mark will honor this
year’s high school and college graduates on June 24;
and the YAMs will help the

youth of St. Mark enjoy the
summer with an old school
pool party on June 30.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2-4 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John
A.
Evans,
Sr.,
Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church (The Ship), we trust
that your time with us, first as
an honored visitor/guest and
if the Lord says so, become a
part of our Church Family.
We set sail every Wednesday
starting our with our Bread of
Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. We drop our
Anchor until Sundays, where
we set sail again with our Early
Morning Worship Service at
7:45 am, Church Sunday
School (the Teaching Arm of
our faith) begins at 9:30 pm
and finally our Mid Morning
Worship Service at 10:45 am.
All are Welcomed to use this
Boarding Pass to experience
the “It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional infor-

mation on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
CELEBRATE
“JUNETEENTH”
CHURCH
SCHEDULED
EVENTS:
“HAPPY FATHER'S DAY” to
all of the men of “THE SHIP”
NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS:
WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD AT 12 NOON AND
7:00 PM WILL BE BACK ON
AUGUST 8, 2018... NOW IS A
GOOD TIME TO STUDY AT
HOME, WE ARE IN THE
BOOK OF ZECHARIAH.
Saturday, June 16, 2018 at
4:00 pm - Father's Day Dinner
for those who have REGISTERED of “The Ship,” Theme:

“The Legacy of a Father, Prov.
17:6”. The Women's Ministry,
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry
Leader are Hosting this Annual Expression of Love for
the Men of Friendship.
West Coast News: West
Coast District Association,
Congress of Christian Education Annual Session, Theme:
Timothy 2:15... “Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.”. Time to
make your Hotel Registration:
Holiday Inn Express Orlando,
5605 Major Boulevard, Orlando, Florida 32819, (407)
363-1333. Guest Room Commitment: West Coast Baptist
Association= 1 King Bed / 2
Double Beds, $101.00 and add
the state and local taxes currently 12.5% in effect of the
time of check in. Check In
time is 4:00 pm and Check Out
time is 11:00 am. Delegates
will call the hotel directly to
book rooms. This hotel is approximately 7 miles from the
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Institutional Church, Dr.
Robert M. Spooney, Pastor /
West Coast Congress President, 535 W. Washington
Street, Orlando, Florida –
(407) 423-0023.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Jesus Christ Spoke Life
“…the words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life.” John 6:63
The Bible is known as the written Word
of God. When Jesus walked the earth, He
was the living Word of God. As the Living
Word, Jesus Christ made a conscious choice
to speak life and to call forth the good that he
knew existed in each individual. Jesus Christ
spoke life to those who were sick and they
were healed. Jesus Christ spoke life to those
who were dead and they were raised to life
again. Jesus Christ spoke life to those who
were possessed with demons and they were
delivered and set free. Jesus spoke life to the
lepers and they were cleansed. Jesus spoke
life to the woman caught in adultery and her
life was changed forever. Jesus spoke life to
the woman at the well and she became a living well for the people of her city.

Although Jesus Christ is no longer here in
a physical form, he is still speaking life. He is
at the right hand of the Father making intercession for people. He is praying for those who
have not yet had their spiritual awakening so
that they can experience the abundant life and
the eternal life that he came to manifest on the
earth. He is seeing them as the children of
God that they are: perfect, whole and complete. He is holding the vision of their perfection and their wholeness.
Even though we live on the earth, in consciousness we are seated together with him in
heavenly places. Jesus represents the Christ
consciousness and we have the mind of Christ
(I Corinthians 2:16). We can think his
thoughts. We can operate according to his
ways. We can speak his words. We can do what
he did and even greater works (John 14:12).

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor
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This material was funded in whole by the $2.48 million 2017-18 Carl D. Perkins Career & T
Technical
echnical Education federally funded grant.

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

FINANCIAL AID

ADMISSIONS
New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).
2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.
3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.
• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).
• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

4. Apply for Financial Aid.
5. Complete registration form, confirm your

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500

ENROLL NOW

